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SHOEBOX ANNOUNCEMENT
April 3, 2022

Are you getting excited about filling shoeboxes?  I know some of us are for sure.  We have had a number of items deposited in the collection box.  Of course you can never have too many items for this wonderful program.
In case you haven’t heard, the shoeboxes packed for Operation Christmas Child aren’t merely a Christmas gift.  They are intended to introduce children to the wonderful story of our Lord.  Pastors and community leaders who want to share the Gospel message and bless children are trained in hosting outreach events and how to implement the follow-up discipleship program called “The Greatest Journey”.
Churches around the world hand out shoebox gifts at festive outreach events where the Gospel is clearly presented.  They also take gifts to orphanages, hospitals, and at-risk places to share the hope of Christ.  Recently some families fleeing the war in Ukraine had taken refuge in a church in a neighboring safe area.  The children were given filled shoeboxes which had been a late arrival.  Talk about God’s plan!  He knew these children would need the blessing of the gift of love that went into each of those boxes.
So if you haven’t started thinking about participating in this wonderful ministry, you still have time.  We will be getting boxes in and maybe even have a special celebration to kick off the season.  While you’re waiting, how about starting by writing notes that will go in the boxes?  These children are curious about who cares enough to send these gifts to someone they don’t know.  Wouldn’t you be curious?
You don’t have to share much but it is suggested that you tell them a little about you and your family, where you live, pets, and whatever else you are comfortable with sharing.  Include your mailing address or e-mail.  Many packers receive wonderful notes and photos from the children and their families.  
Any question or comments, see Ellie or Carol.  And please pray for this ministry and the children who will receive the gifts.
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